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2What are we trying to achieve ?…

aiming for harm reduction NOT cure

-public health- reduces HIV transmission
-improves individual health 
-reduces drug related deaths
-improves social functioning
-reduces criminality
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•Satellite Service 
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Methadone Treatment Protocol

Maximum number: 15

G.P. / Community Pharmacy based

National Programme

Central Treatment list

Methadone specific script

Training for G.P.s – Levels 1 & 2

Stable patients only
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Manage your own stabilised patient
Patients with history violence or an active addiction 
will not be referred
Weekly monitoring: urine sampling 
Weekly methadone script
Once weekly supervision of dispensing

What does a Level 1 GP do?
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Support from local HSE service or National GP 
Co-ordinator

Liase with community pharmacist
Re-referral if patient destabilises
Contract for services
Regular training updates and audit

What does a Level 1 GP do?
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